Do you think that a computer is smarter than a human being? It is certainly true that a computer is able to organize and process certain kinds of data much faster than even the smartest human could. But can computers think; that is, can they reason logically and make judgments? A specific field in computer technology called artificial intelligence (AI) seeks to develop computers and software that can simulate the way humans think. To date, there are a variety of programs which approximate human thinking processes. For example, a computer can be programmed to play chess. The program enables the computer to select the appropriate action to take in a given situation where several actions are possible. Even though the computer could probably beat most human challengers, it is not yet able to consistently defeat the finest players in the world. Artificial intelligence already has a wide range of applications including robotics, natural language processing, human/computer interface design, psychology, and mathematics. Perhaps the most successful application so far has been in expert systems technology.
rtificial intelligence and expert systems are emerging as important phases of computer technology. It is very likely that they will be developed and improved in years to come.
